COPY 2 


BERGEN=-PASSAIC FREEWAY 


Following a three=week tour of Bergen and Passaic Counties - 
mostly by night - the alignment of the Freeway was finalized 
and made public on June 26. The eventual line incorporated 
many modifications suggested by municipal officials and at the 
time of our meetings with them it received "off-the-record" 
approval in most towns. Subsequent public utterances would 
appear to be for purely political purposes in the face of 


clamor by "rabble-rousers", 


In meeting with the 16 municipalities, we endeavored at all 

times to obtain suggestions for the alignment and insofar as was 
possible we accepted them. In this respect the final line is the 
result of "give and take!" on the part of the municipalities and 


the State, 


In Paterson the announcement of the line resulted in practically 
no reverbations. In fact, Mayor O'Byrne was quoted in the NEWARK 
NEWS as saying the new alignment does the "least damage possible" 
to his city. "The path will cause a temporary loss of ratables 
which will be made up by future progress brought by the highway." 
The article went on to say he also thanked Palmer for "cooper- 


ating with Paterson in making the alignment changes," 
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Mayor Vogt of Ridgefield Park is quoted by the NEWARK NEWS 

as follows: "The changes from the original alignment have 
removed many borough objections. - - - - This route isa 

_ 75=percent improvement. We're not happy with it, but it does 


far less damage," 


Public reaction has ranged from these statements to out-and-out 
hostility as in East Paterson where some wit asked whether they 


were getting the "Palm - er the fist,” 


Perhaps the BERGEN EVENING RECORD summed up the situation best 
when they editorially stated, "It is by no means suggested the 
creation of this colossal common facility will not cause personal 
inconvenience and heartache, But from any elevated viewpoint - - - 
the national defense, the potential desperate need to evacuate the 
metropolitan complex, the economic waste and frightful perils of 
the existing east-west crossings, the pressures of commerce, even 
mere motoring pleasure - ~ = the primacy of the Expressway by 


this time goes without saying. The alternatives have been patient- 


ly and utterly exhausted. Ample time and some room remain for 
constructive thinking on the alignment but this will have to be 


something more substantial than NO, NO, NO." 
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The following table lists the time and place of each municipal 
meeting. 


June 5 = 6:30 p.m = Ridgefield Park 
WIS = 10830 a, Mey = Paterson 
noe12 -/ 2:30 p.m = So. Hackensack 
nt 12 — 6:30 p. m = Saddle Brook 
" 13 = 8:00 pj. me = Rochelle Park 
w Jn -—- 8:00 p. m = Englewood 
t 18 = 8:30 p.m. = Bogota 
SL ie SOU. Me bel ibe 1 bo Berson 
20 ee LOS) de We = LOL 
nm 620 = 230 Dp. Me, = .W, Paterson 
" 20 = 8:00 p. m -= Teaneck 
it 2 = 0:00.50. .m. \= Leonia 
"22 = 9:30a.m. = Ridgefield Park 
tn 22 - 10:30a. m. = Wayne Township 
1:30 p». m - Totowa 
wew2e = 32320 Po Mm, «=~ 9 Fort Lee 


i) 
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A map of the final alignment together with the press announcement 


is made part of this report, 
PHILLIPSBURG-EASTON BRIDGE 


Drawings are now being prepared to repair the Northampton Street 
bridge to its pre-flood condition. Preliminary estimates place 
the cost in excess of ‘)300,000, At the same time traffic studies 
are being made by Coverdale & Colpitt to determine the effect of 
a new free bridge upon the revenues of the existing toll bridge. 


This report has been promised for July 13. 


As you know, the cost of commutation tickets on the toll bridge 


was reduced on July 1 from 5 cents to 2 1/2 cents, 
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SKYWAY RESURFACING 


During the past month a coating of tar and stone chips was applied 

to the Pulaski Skyway roadway to reduce skidding caused by the 
terrazzo-like surface of the worn concrete, In the past this "slick" 
surface was the cause of many traffic deaths, Despite pressure from 
Chief Krapke of the Hudson County Police to perform the work during 
the daytime, we insisted on nighttime operations when traffic was at 
its lowest ebb. By detouring eastbound (northbound) traffic to the 
lower level truck route and maintaining westbound (southbound) traffic 


on the Skyway, the resurfacing job was carried out without a hitch. 


As to the results obtained: 

1. Tests reveal that a high degree of traction has been 
obtained both in wet and dry weather. This fact is 
borne out by numerous tests. 

2. the new surface became rutted in the unseasonably hot 
weather which prevailed immediately following its appli- 
cation. Our people say these ruts can be "ironed out" 
with a roller and this operation will be performed when 
a sufficiently hot day presents itself, In other words, 
we consider the job as it now stands as merely the "first 
bite of the cherry", 

In the words of a JERSEY JOURNAL editorial, "It was put on to reduce 
the skidding factor on the Skyway which was a notoriously dangerous 
road. In yesterday's rain we tried our brakes on a quick stop and 


there was not the least hint of a skida,? 
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CENTERLINE BARRIERS 


Encouraged by reports from many sections as to the effectiveness of 
Centerline Barriers in eliminating fatalities resulting from head-on 
collisions, we are continuing erection of the barriers on routes 
where narrow islands and sloping curbs contribute to our motor 
vehicle death rate. On July 3 bids were taken to extend Route ) 
barrier construction westward from the Hackensack River to Riveredge. 


Similar construction on the Trenton Freeway was recently completed. 


Englewood presented us with some very convincing statistics regard- 
ing barriers which we erected on Route ) last year. The following 


is the record of their police department before and after barrier 


erection: 
Period Accidents Injuries Fatalities 
Jan. 1952 to Sept. 195), Th 75 6 % 


(33 months) 


April 1955 to June 1956 51 20 @) 
(15 months) 


% All fatalities caused by vehicles crossing center island, 


On Route 22 where the barriers have been in operation for some time, 
we have changed the reflectors on top from white to red, The white 
reflectors coincided with oncoming headlights and the result was 


extremely confusing to drivers. 
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HUDSON COUNTY BOULEVARD 


Hudson County engineer Thourot visited us on June 18 for the 
purpose of determining our position re: the placing of Hudson 
County Boulevard under the Federal Aid Secondary System, thereby 
making it eligible for Federal funds on a 50-50 matching basis 
With the County. We are not averse to this move and are waiting 
further word from the Hudson County people prior to setting up 


an exploratory meeting with them and the Bureau of Public Roads. 


ESSEX EAST-WEST FREEWAY 


On the evening of June 28 we visited Mayor Quinn of West Orange 

re: the alignment of the Freeway, This trip wound up our visits 

to Essex County municipalities through which the Freeway alignment 
extends, West Orange wants the route extended to Route 10 to avert 
what they feel (and our people dontt) will be heavy traffic congestion 
on Northfield Road. We are investigating the possibility of tying the 
Freeway into U. S. 1 on the east and Route U. S. 6 or Route U. S. 202 
on the west and to obtain interstate status, This would result in 
90-10 participation by the federal government rather than 50-50, 

To count on such classification is purely fictional at this stage, 

The proposition presents a rather delicate negotiation and must 


be handled carefully. It is not without hope for success, however, 


a pee, 7) ‘ha ioe . Lie 
Wy + ’ y a 

4 ; 3 ) an 
i : v . 


4's 
4 


ett wh a anurt fw (bad katy to se 

* gave my gntpety oe ron ottieod ‘a9. gut xt oh. 
sistent mad tye Yuba DEA Lacaball edt ‘tin brava? via 
abend gakiotan Oi e pie abr Leeda ao aldtaife te gation 
Sint hew. tia hae ered abet of ooo tet om ol awiruo) exit tte q 
° |, Gk gether es sabi Aigo wimOD apebuE elt mov? tar sone 
« Shien asin 0 iment ont bas aia it tw sil retenlen i 


genset eek’ "ho ctl rea fed ae evr dene sithaids eit 

white iv tuo Gre fbrindit’ hat esr ovawser eit Shemp ers ent ser 

tromgt ia yeusorl silt risibhe Agromit esti tTagtotnum Yn xXeend oF - 
dovie 2 OF afaoa ot beseedie! adtion: ea atnaw egney0 dod! chaste 4 
rmbt noah ol tent ‘raed ad Ete: (dimob stqeos “we bas) fest ead ose ia 
echt uniyyt. Sc Wtiisstenog art gattsebteevat om a -beof bletidsow sad i 
GOS), af: .Y ohwort xo Bul oS 5 edvosl fom doe eit wo f se 0 oink. sro . 
at Sieve bivow’ atu | waatate het state, o hae cal anit ce 

OR 08, aseld necdd'an & poomne te 


| g9gate. be ik ts Eso ot vio os Pot, 


my 


’ I Atha ra 1 We - 
ie 2 j ie r uh F yr j 
4 avi) ¥ fa ie iy ; 
: AM 4 
Ry i: He eid pina ay ae fag 
By re i, ee ee 


im 


MIDDLESEX FREEWAY 


After a series of meetings both here and in New Brunswick, it would 
appear that the alignment of the Middlesex Freeway from the Outerbridge 
Crossing to Route 22 in Bound Brook is about finalized. The only 
section of the alignment not completely agreeable to the municipali- 
ties through which it is proposed to run is in Perth Amboy. There 

the proximity of the line to the Holy Trinity Church (about 350 feet 
away) has resulted in vigorous opposition from church spokesmen, This 
opposition is not shared to any marked degree by the city officials, 


however, 


At a July 5 meeting in Trenton with officials of Perth Amboy, Wood- 
bridge Towmship and Ediscn Township, it was disclosed the ese 
prefer the Department's proposed alignment although both were willing 
to accept alternatives to the north or south if such routes would 
aid Perth Amboy in settling the local problem. It is our impression 


that the city considers the Department's line to be the best. 


It has been brought to the attention of both county and municipal 
officials that the Freeway is part of an interstate route (U.S.202) 
extending from the New York State line near Suffern to U. S. 1 in 
Edison Township. As such, the section west of U. 5S. 1 could be 
built with 90% of federal participation and 10% state, From U. S. 1 


to the Outerbridge Crossing the route will have to be built ona 
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MIDDLESEX FREEWAY, cont'd 


50-50 basis. Because of this we might terminate proposed con- 
struction at U. S. 1 if intolerable and unreasonable opposition 
develops in Perth Amboy. We do not look for such developments, 
however. To safeguard our position, therefore, we have directed 
the consulting engineers to look the line over once mare to see 
if any modifications can be made without reducing the efficiency 


of the Freeway or increasing damage to Perth Amboy. 
ATR PHOTOGRAPHY 


We recently took some needed air photos af the Freeway and EKast- 
West Highway in Trenton using our own photographer and the services 
of a light plane from a local airfield. I believe you will be 
interested in some of the results as shown in the following photo- 
graphs as well as in the cost which was a mere 18.00 - or $1.50 


each for the dozen views, 
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Garden State Parkway = Union &: iliddlesex Counties 


Center island safety construction 


- Route U. S. 206 ~- Morris-Somerset Counties, 


Paverent widening - "creeper" lanes 
Route 2 - Camden County - dualization 


Route U. S. li6 - Passaic County - pavement 
widening 


Route 88 - Ocean County - Intersection 
improvement 


Route 3 - Passaic River Bridge - painting 
Route 58 - Stickel Bridge - painting 

Route 37 - Thos, Mathis Bridge - painting 
Route S-l)\9 - Grassy Sound - painting 

Route U. S: 6 - Passaic Boats -~ resurfacing 


Route U. S. 1 & 9'- Bergen County 
Fairview intersection revision 


Route )} - Hackensack - barrier curb 


Route )} Parkway - Middlesex-Union Counties - 
center island planting 


Route 18 - E. Brunswick Towmship, Middlesex County 


Intersection revision 


- Route U. S. 206 - Chester Township, Morris 


County - pavement widening 


- Route 28 - Somerville, Somerset County 


pavement resurfacing 

Grading, paving and bridges. 

Sussex County - pavement widening. 
Passaic County - intersection revision 


and resurfacing 
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160, 335.07 


156,278, 82 
560, 905.1) 


113,832.05 


204 30a oe 
25,190.00 
58,000.00 
32,160.00 

8,000.00 


28,206.75 
30,107.35 


61,239.60 


53,883.65) 
>) LSpas,uOe. a 


Route U. S. 206, Mansfield Township, Burlington Comty - 


Route 23 - Borough of Franklin and Township of Hardyston, 


Route 3 - Township of Little Falls and City of clifton, 


- Route 10 = West Orange, Essex County - pavement widening 
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This map shows the proposed Pelican Island - Seaside Heights plan as nodified 
following conferences with affected communities. The plan provides a choice 
of entrance and exit points and serves to distribute rather than concentrate 
incoming traffic. This plan would be the first step with widening of the 


Mathis Bridge and dualization of Route 37 to the Parkway at a later day. 
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N.J. STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 1956 


BERGEN-PASSAIC EXPRESSWAY 
RELEASE TUES. P.M., JUNE 26. | ALIGNMENT. 


Trenton, June 26.- State Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. 

Palmer today announced the final alignment of the proposed 17-1/2 
mile Bergen-Passaic Expressway between Route 6 in Wayne Township 
and Fort tas. 

The announcement follows a series of meetings held during 
the last two weeks with officials of the 15 municipalities through 
which the eight-lane super highway will be routed. These discussions 
resulted on many modifications in the original line, Commissioner 
Palmer said. 

In general the $115,000,000 Expressway will follow the so-called 
northern route through Fort Lee, Englewood and Leonia and the 
southern route for the remainder of the distance to a point beyond 
Route 23. 

The highway as proposed will occupy a 300-foot right-of-way 
except where carried on structures or where the overall width is 
decreased in heavily built-up areas to avoid property damage. The 
design calls for two four-lane roadways flanked by wide shoulders 
and separated by a 62-foot center island to provide space for future 
transportation needs, Commissioner Palmer said, 

To prevent the type of roadside encroachment which has reduced 
the efficiency of Routes and 6, the new route will be constructed 
as a freeway on exclusive right-of-way with exit and entrance at 


prescribed interchange locations only. 
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1956 
Bergen-Passaic Expressway 
Alignment. 


Throughout its entire length selected cross streets and highways 
will be overpassed or underpassed to serve local travel, reduce 
accidents and provide for a continuous traffic flow, 

As a means of conserving space the design will call for the 
construction of "finger ramps" parallel to the main roadways rather 
than extensive looping cloverleafs. The location of these on and 
off ramps will be determined in later conferences with each munici- 
pality to assure conformity with local traffic patterns, Commissioner 
Palmer said. He also stated that subsequent meetings with municipal 
officials will be held before final decision is made regarding which 
local streets will be carried over or under the Expressway. 
| Plans for the route also will call for landscaping the entire 
length with trees, flowering shrubs and vines - both in the center 
island and on the slopes to provide a park-like setting in each 
municipality. The plantings will perform several functions, the 
Commissioner said, namely, to beautify the road, act as sound absorb- 
ing barriers and minimize headlight glare. 

The announced alignment is described by Cormissioner Palmer as 
the "best choice possible" and the result of “give and take" on the 
part of municipalities and the State Highway Department. 

‘We have worked night and day to establish a line which will 
gause the least possible inconvenience to municipalities and at the 
Same time provide each town and the surrounding area with maximum 
benefits," he said. “In meeting this objective we have had outstand- 
ing cooperation from forward looking officials and wherever possible 


modifications in the original line have been made as a result of 


their suggestions." 
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1956 
Bergen=-Passaic Expressway 
Alignment. 


Highway Department traffic studies disclose that as much as 
82 per cent of all travel on the proposed route will be local in 
character, with either its origin or destination within communities 
through which it passes. Because of this fact travel on Routes h 
and 6 as well as on many local streets will be reduced by 50 per 
cent. The studies show that both State routes are now carrying 
100 per cent above their designed capacities. 

While no target date has been set for the completion of the 
Expressway, Commissioner Palmer estimates it will take up to a year 
and a half to complete surveys and plans and acquire the necessary 
right-of-way before construction can get under way. Another one 
and one-half to two years will be required for constructing the route, 
he said. Under this schedule it is estimated that property owners 
will have at least a year in which to relocate homes or businesses, 

Although the announced alignment is considered to be final, 
the Highway Commissioner emphasized that it has not yet been "pin- 
pointed" and is still subject to minor revisions after consultation 
with local officials and completion of actual instrument surveys. 
The line also must be approved by the U. S. Buraau of Public Roads, 
he said, since under the proposed National Interstate Highway Program 
90 percent of the cost of the road will be paid by the Federal 
Government. 

As announced the SRG ona will traverse the following general 


alignment: 


-t 


AY Pea AN ’ Mae ty - . + a ‘iag " y i Y nh ri ms A 
Vomenendes otseastanesee Se aa OA fal One ee 


all ites ales Pitan Seas aaa Oe 
piusbiatin ae 7 7 vy ee 4 13, roe ae ivy BD r Vat 
* et ‘ i" 7 } a Reta bir ae ee. a 
5 F ; t mde Eh bh 
q iis Tk ma , 3 : ave a, 
ee coum ga dedd ets ona e@elbute. ofthat tnemsaeqed | es wicks 


‘ eee 
«mk Lee0l ed Ifiw etuon hs2adorq ont no Levant {fs to sno 
eels taimimoo olad tw fottacdhteeh To ainiaoe edt wedsia atte ** 


'¢@ setuol ao Ievent sont eid to eevaced ' seenesq aE Pere 


t9q C2 yd Beouben od LLtw ateore faool Tees s10 ee tfow an @ 
Silys1s9 Won sts ee duo PT AIE didod d acts wode eolbude oct 

-B0td loayan beag.teoh aiedd eveds $009. 

et to noitefquoo edd Tels tee need end ete Fonte? Ost ofie 

TROY B od qu eat {Liw tf sedemites ron ad Teno bee Emmed «¥e 
Vieeeecen edt eatupes bi bre enalg.! ONE eyevtwe etelqumoe og tL ie 

OO ‘lettontaA .Yaw tebe dey ase siotd ouibesee e710 ted cow tou 
eesuox, aft aobiourtenoo 162 bealapes od [fiw ersey ow? ot DLark 
axaiee. ylteqeny vais butamtdee al ti elubedoe alrid sebev 
—Leveonl gid to Bomorl etasolen od doirsiw nt they & Jeseol ta eve 


=) 


fant? ef oF beteblLence at tuemagtia Séonsonna sit wa, 
-nig” need tex dom eet $4 Yard “bor teadqme senotesdeimog: yomdyhit 
fottadivencs wdIs enotetver tomtm ot touldue Lfide et bane "pi 
eYov mse Joosuttent fectos ‘to noltdeiqnoo baz eLatortio . af 
.Sbeok otf{dud Io ween .2 .U edt yd bevonage od $ em wt 


saat be vewda ti edesenesat Lenolta boroqony eid tebag. sonte 4 Fe 
Larebet eas vd bisq od filw aot odd. 40 F809: oct, ‘e dne 


ay Ot ae Se eae ve ae et Ay ody ia ee ¥ i my iy * hay ve 
faneoeg salwosior « ods cenovens 120 yoneena it 
re | aa nN ee 
AWE: ae ae ied el i745 ae ee, Mi i 
' ae : i as borat i 7 
S ‘f u j AM io ai) +) 
’ Ae i } f) ‘S { 


eh i*) na hgh ak tre yi ne 
pol +i eed fi 4s i Op Me oa els A oe mo... ; 
7 ’ - ; : Li J 1 

At oad 


rig, ‘ i 
ies eri Vie sat sis RS 


¢-«@ 1956 — 
Bergen-Passaic Expressway 
Alignment. 


Beginning with a connection with Route U.S. h6 at a point just 
west of Route 23 in Wayne Township it will extend easterly on the 
north of Route U.S. 6 to Union Boulevard, Totowa. Continuing south 
of the D.L. & W. RR it will cross the Passaic River into West Paterson 
and follow the railroad on the south to the vicinity of Dixon Avenue, 
Paterson, where it crosses the railroad and turns east to Beckwith 
Avenue. Turning southeast on the easterly side of Beckwith Avenue to 
the vicinity of 23rd Avenue, the route then swings east and parallels 
23rd Avenue on the southerly side to a point between Alabama and 
Maryland Avenues. From there it crosses the Passaic River to the 
south of the Market Street bridge - between the Dumont and Marcal 
plants = and continues through East Paterson and Saddle Brook south 


of, and parallel to, Market Street. 


Skirting the north side of the cemetery in Saddle Brook the line 
bends southeast into Lodi to form an intersection with Route 17 in 
Lodi and Hackensack. Turning east from Route 17 at a point near 
Summit Avenue it runs easterly along the boundary of South Hackensack 
and Hackensack to the Hackensack River where it curves easterly 
across the river and crosses over the southern end of the Continental 
Paper Company and runs through the northwest corner of Ridgefield 
Park into Bogota near lth Street. 

Continuing east along the Bogota-Ridgefield Park boundary the 
route will enter Teaneck north of Arthur Street. At a point east 

-Of Teaneck Road it will curve to the north and run through the western 
section of the proposed marine park and enter the extreme northwest 
corner of Leonia. It will cross the Leonia-Englewood boundary just 
to the east of the Erie RR and continue along the north side of that 
boundary to a point where Leonia, Englewood and Fort Lee join. From 
there it turns south and crosses Route ), and continues east of Route 


to a proposed interchange with the George Washington Bridge Plaza. 
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